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Call for Papers

Annual Scientific Seminar

on Innovation, Platforms and the Digital Economy
10t edition

Florence, 12-13 March 2020

The Communications & Media Area of the Florence School of Regulation (FSR C&M), the Florence Competition
Programme (FCP) and the Centre for Media Pluralism and Freedom (CMPF) invite submissions to their Annual Scientific
Seminar, which has now reached its 10th edition.

The digital economy is fundamentally changing the world in which we live. Innovations linked to the advent of 5G,
Internet of Things (loT), and the Artificial Intelligence (Al) and to the rise of platform economy have a major impact
on firms, consumers, and ultimately citizens. Hence, one of the greatest tasks we face today is to develop conceptual
frameworks and policies that will prove adequate to the challenges of the Internet-based digital economy and society.
In fact, from a global perspective, one can observe the emergence of widely different approaches towards the Internet
revolution. Two polar views are represented by the US and China: the first follows its traditional laissez-faire approach
based on the belief that market forces will resolve any relevant problem, while the latter is driven by its protectionist
industrial policy and political willingness to control the public sphere. The EU appears to be caught in the middle,
in search of a third route that could preserve the precious features of the Internet — its free and open character
and innovative drive — but could also control the economic disruption and mitigate the risks for democracy and the
fundamental rights of its citizens. In other words, the identification of effective policies require the careful balancing of
innovation, competition and the protection of fundamental rights.

This complex balancing process raises a number of questions related to the regulation of networks, the centrality of
platforms in the digital economy, the relationship between intellectual property and innovation, the role of competition
policy in digital markets and the impact of technologies and new business models on the fundamental rights of the
citizens and, in particular on democracy and plurality of media.

The Annual Scientific Seminar welcomes papers from legal and economic scholars, both theoretically and empirically
oriented. Suggested areas include:

o The role of IP in fostering innovation

o Challenges and opportunities related to platform-based economy
o The role of competition policy in the Digital Economy

o Electronic communications networks, 5G and loT

o Social Media, democracy and fundamental rights
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