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Railway or Energy?

Federal Court of Justice 
decision of 09.11.2010

„The traction network is subject 
to regulation under the Energy 
Industry Act.“
• Traction network is and energy supply 

network

• There are no specific rules on access 
and charges for the traction network 
in railway law

• Therefore the rules in §§ 20 ff. EnWG
take precedent

• Regulation will need to figure out 
where energy law must be interpreted 
to address peculiarities of traction 
network
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Immediate effect of FCoJ ruling

• Energy Suppliers have a right to supply customers in 
the traction network

• Railway undertakings can choose their own energy 
supplier

• Costs of traction network are paid via energy bill 
(not MAP) 
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Regulation for traction current access

- In July 2022 BNetzA 
published a regulation of 
traction current access 
rules

- Simplification of 
operational procedures

- Efficient process 
design

- Clear responsibilities

- Digitalization

- Obligation to implement by July 2026
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Mapping locos to RUs
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Loco-sharing
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