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UK Supreme Court – UP v Huawei et al.
26. August 2020 -Case No. [2020] UKSC 37

Para. 60: “(…) Operators in the telecommunications industry or their assignees may hold portfolios of

hundreds or thousands of patents which may be relevant to a standard. The parties accept that SEP
owners and implementers cannot feasibly test the validity and infringement of all ofthe patents
involved in a standard which are in a sizeable portfolio. An implementer has an interest in taking its product
to the market as soon as reasonably possible after a standard has been established and to do so needs
authorisationto use all patented technology which is comprised in the standard. The implementer does not
know which patents are valid and infringed by using the standard but needs authority from the outset to
use the technology covered by such patents. Similarly, the owner who declares a SEP or SEPs does not
know at this time which, if any, of its alleged SEPs are valid and are or will be infringed by use pursuant to
the developing standard. The practical solution therefore is for the SEP owner to offer to license its
portfolio of declared SEPs. That is why it is common practice in the telecommunications industry for
operators to agree global licencesof a portfolio of patents, without knowing precisely how many of the
licensed patents are valid or infringed. It is a sensible way of dealing with unavoidable uncertainty. (…)
The IPR Policy was agreed against that background and the undertaking required from the SEP
owner likewise needs to be interpreted against that background.”
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Automotive: Estimated revenue by 2030
$1,500,000,000,000
(30% added revenue)
thanks to cellular standards
connectivity

Source:
Automotive revolution – perspective
Towards 2030, McKinsey & Company
1. Jan.2016
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Ericsson
27,400 in R&D
42 BSEK in R&D

4 BEUR in

R&D

232 BSEK in sales

22,6 BEUR

