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Boosting the share of multimodal freight transport
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Industrial Europe requires a European transport concept

50% of rail freight is international - WE CAN ACHIEVE MORE! 

Industry and logistics clusters in Europe 
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Europe: Combined

transport is the driver of 

modal shift

Switzerland: 70% of 

transalpine freight

transport is on rail
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Mixed trains for optimal utilisation of train parameters

 Heavy short train

 Light long train

 Optimal train weight/length

Heavy consignment

Light consignment

Upgrade 740m

2025/2030

Upgrade 2000 t 

2023

Upgrade capacity

2030/2040

Minimum train parameters: 740 m, 2000 t, P400

Capacity and productivity boost
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Semi-trailers, greatest shift potential in Alpine transit CH
“Make semi-trailers craneable, lower the barrier of entrance to combined transport”

Road transport today 900.000 road trips per year

ca. 75% are trailers

ca. 700.000 per year, 2700 – 3000 per day

Swiss relocation target 300.000 additional trailers

equal to 10.000 trains per year (+33%) 

Regulation New registration of craneable semitrailers

for a gradual substitution of trailer fleets

Contributions & incentivation for CH transit
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Hupac transalpin traffic via CH

January-April 2021  

P400 semitrailers

+ 25%

after opening of the 

4-m-corridor 
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Limiting factor 1 

Daily disruptions in the network with domino effect for freight 

Prioritise freight transport differently, coordinate internationally 

2020 2021
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Limiting factor 2: 

Construction sites reduce capacity and increase costs & risks

Build freight-friendly, consider customer requirements 

Challenges
> Guarantee 100% capacity

> Coordinate time windows

> Minimise or compensate for 

additional costs for freight 

transport

> International coordination 

necessary

> Risk of multiple corridor 

impacts !
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2024: Serial construction site on the Rhine Valley 

railway with several long closures Lauterbourg bypass 

to be upgraded for this purpose 

Limiting factor 3: 

Total line closures lasting weeks reduce marketability 

Plan bypass routes and implement them according to demand




Prio 1: Bypass Lauterbourg-Basel

Prio 2: Upgrade P400 NL-CH via FR
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Boosting the share of multimodal freight transport

REALISTIC

 Modal split target as CO2 reduction lever

 Ensure craneability of trailers  

 More reliability by reducing the duration of 

disruptions  

 Guaranteed capacity h24 in long-term 

planning and in the annual train path 

timetable 

 Guaranteed train length for full utilisation of 

train slots  

 More terminals for more trains 

CRAZY   but possible! 

 Night-time driving ban for trucks – like CH

 Promotion of emission-free CT on-carriage 

with H2 trucks  

 International bypass network to reduce 

traffic loads and secure future additional 

volumes



Thank you 


