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Florence Road Transport Forum 

 

 

• Bundesverband Güterkraftverkehr Logistik und 

Versorgung (BGL) e.V.: 

 

• represents approximatly 7.000 road hauliers in 

Germany 

 

• mainly medium sized companies in road 

haulage, logistics and disposal sector 
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Florence Road Transport Forum  

 

 

 

• How to balance the free market and the 

protection of social rights of workers in the 

sector? 
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Introduction – Enlargement 2004  

 

 

 Increase of differences in wages and social 

costs since the EU enlargement in 2004 

 

 Flagging out of large fleets into countries with 

lower wages and social costs 
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Labor costs in the EU (1) 
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Labor costs in the EU (2) 

 

 

• Labor costs in EU 15 range from € 27 to € 42 

per hour 

 

• Labor costs in EU 10 range from € 4 to € 10 per 

hour 
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Freedom of Service??? 
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French Study (CNR) 

• French study by Comité National Routier (CNR): 

 

• Yearly gross salaray subject to social 

contribution: 

• EU-10: range from € 3.600   to € 11.340 

• EU-15: range from € 11.300 to € 39.000 
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French Study (CNR) 

 

 

• Cost per international driving hour 

 

• EU-10: range from € 8 to € 13 

• EU-15: range from € 13 to € 33 
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Introduction – Consequences of 

enlargement 

 

 

 

• Flagging out = pure formal act 

 

• Permanet presence of drivers and vehicles 

outside of country of establishment 
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• Fundamental problems of international road 

haulage: 

 

• No clear difference between freedom of service 

and obigation of establishment 

 

• long period away from home for drivers, difficult 

working environment  

 

• Unfair competition? 
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Balance 

 

 

• What should be the balance between freedom 

and service and the protection of social right of 

the drivers? 
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• 2  different situations 

 

  1) International round trips starting from the 

      country of establishment and ending in the  

      country of establishment? 

 

• Duration of such trips: 2 or 3 weeks? 
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Solutions 

 

• Application of Posting of Worker directive 

(POW)? Which criteria? 

• Length of period? 

• Reference periods: day/week/month/year? 

• Clear and enforceable criteria for application of 

POW 

• Distance based? 
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Enforcement options 

 

• European electronic data register 

 

• New Tachygraph with GNSS positioning 

 

• Old tachygraph: obligation to register when 

driver is in a new country and stops 
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2) Habitual take up of work in a country where the 

     company is not established and where the 

     driver has no tax or social security link  

 

• Better definition of establishment criteria 

(„letterbox problem) 
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