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  CONTEXT

The proliferation of civil drones poses a new challenge for the regulation of aviation. Drones o!er new services 

and are developing into a new "eld of aviation that bears prospects for growth both in manufacturing and 

service provision. There are, however, a number of risks that regulation needs to address. At the European 

level it has to be assured that regulation on drones is integrated into the existing system of aviation safety 

regulation and air tra#c management in a way that is proportionate to the risk entailed by the di!erent ways 

in which drones are operated. There is indeed an extremely varied use of drones: they are used for private as 

well as commercial purposes ranging from sport events to infrastructure inspection in the energy sector and 

possibly for the delivery of small cargo in the future. Apart from the immediate safety risk (mid-air collision 

with aircrafts, harm to people and damage to property and critical infrastructure), there are other public 

interests concerned such as privacy and security of citizens.  

European regulators have started to address the issue, as drones have entered the European Commission’s 

agenda. Also, EASA proposed to de"ne three categories of operations in order to strike a balance between 

safety and proportionality. This is an important "rst step, but regulation on drones needs to be developed 

further and this process needs to keep pace with the rapid development of the industry.

TRANSPORT



In particular regulation needs to de�ne the rules for navigation of the di�erent types of drones, 

depending on the altitudes.

The right approach to regulating drones needs to be de�ned: a heavy handed approach would maximize 

safety. Inversely a more light–handed approach could be justi�ed given the signi�cant di�erences 

between regular aviation and drone operations.

Finally, enforcement of drone regulation poses signi�cant new challenges. Especially on the local level, 

tools need to become available to responsible authorities to enforce rules that relate to safety and 

security but also to the privacy of citizens.

The 7th Florence Air Forum will discuss these issues along three major questions:

•   How to ensure a light-handed but e�ective regulatory approach that is able to keep up with evolving 

     technology?

•   Where can drones �y and where not? Which rules of the air, which air tra�c control procedures?

•   Enforcement – can new rules for drones help to enforce existing regulation on privacy and security  

     in the national and local level?



  PROGRAMME 

 

 08.30 – 08.40 Introduction  

 Matthias Finger | Director of FSR-Transport, EUI and of the Chair of Management  

 of Network Industries, EPFL

 08.40 – 09.00 Regulating drones and the EU aviation strategy  

 Jean-Jacques Woeldgen | European Commission

 09.00 – 10.30 How to ensure a light-handed but e!ective regulatory approach that is able  

 to keep up with evolving technology? 

 Dieter Bambauer | Swiss Post 

 Francis Schubert | Skyguide 

 Sjoerd van Dijk | Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment (NL)

 10.30 – 10.45 COFFEE BREAK

 10.45 – 12.30 Where can drones "y and where not? Which rules of the air, which air tra#c  

 control procedures? 

 Maria DiPasquantonio | FAA 

 Iacopo Prissinotti | ENAV 

 Luc Lallouette | Thales Air Systems

 12.30 – 13.30 LUNCH BREAK

 13.30 – 15.15 Enforcement – can new rules for drones help to enforce existing regulation on  

 privacy and security on the national and local level? 

 Luc Tytgat | EASA 

 Richard Thummel | DSAC 

 Sjoerd van Dijk 

 Oliver Pulcher | DFS

 15.15 – 15.30 COFFEE BREAK

 15.30 – 16.50 Concluding Session - The way forward 

 Philippe Merlo | Eurocontrol 

 Olaf Dlugi | ICB 

 Christian Schleifer-Heingärtner | Eurocae 

 Jean-Jacques Woeldgen | European Commission 

 16.50 – 17.00 Final remarks 

 Matthias Finger


