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■  Context

Aviation is a key driver of economic growth, jobs and trade with a key impact on the EU's economy and the 
life and mobility of its citizens. As such, aviation plays a crucial role for delivering on the priorities of the 
Juncker Commission in particular "Jobs, growth and Investment", and "A deeper and fairer internal market 
with a strengthened Industrial Base". Aviation is an important employment sector, with high value-added jobs, 
contributing € 88 bn to the EU GDP. It is vital for tourism, people-to-people contacts, business, as well as for the 
regional and social cohesion of the Union. It is also essential for connecting Europe with the rest of the world. The 
about 27,000 flights passing through Europe every day represent 26% of world market.

Today, EU aviation policy is a success story that has thus not only contributed to European integration and 
cohesion by connecting people but also contributed to the EU's economy. It has also developed high standards, 
in relation to aviation safety, security, passenger rights, working conditions, business conduct and the 
environment. In this respect, EU aviation policy also contributes to wider strategic policy priorities of the EU, 
such as the decarbonisation of transport, energy efficiency and the fight against climate change.

Aviation itself is a volatile and extremely competitive global business. It requires long-term planning and is 
exposed to high risks, many of which are beyond the control of the aviation sector (e.g. fluctuations of the oil 
price, political crises, extreme weather conditions, pandemics).

Key stakeholders in the aviation sector (consumers, airlines, airports, service providers, social partners, 
manufacturing industry, and EU member states) have expressed concern about the challenges facing European 
aviation and have asked for renewed action at EU level.
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The global aviation landscape is changing fundamentally: economic growth, an expanding global middle 
class, urbanisation, migration and tourism are drivers of an increased demand for air travel  (Airbus forecast 
2014, 4.7% annual compound average growth rate for passenger traffic 2014-2033) in the decades ahead. 
Economic and demographic growth in emerging economies, and therefore also the demand for aviation 
services and products, will outperform the growth in developed economies. Also, new competitors continue 
their efforts to reshape the global aviation market and its travel flows. 

A deterioration of the global competitiveness of the EU's aviation industry risks heralding a fundamental 
transformation of – at least parts of – the industry. Such a development, for instance, the difficulties 
encountered by some large network carriers and airport hubs, or a reduction of their global network/
connections to certain trunk routes, does not only impact the sector itself, but also undermines the high-
quality of connectivity (Connectivity reflects the range, frequency, the economic importance of destinations 
and the number of onward connections available through an aviation network.) so far provided to its 
customers. This development could entail consequences for Europe as a business location, reducing the 
level of productivity and the attractiveness for foreign direct investment – and therefore impacts on jobs 
and growth in the EU.

These existing challenges are only matched by the opportunities created by the changing landscape of 
global aviation. In order to allow the EU's aviation sector to fully reap this potential, its competitiveness must 
be fostered through a comprehensive approach while continuing to deliver high standards and promote 
them globally.

The European Commission recognises the importance of aviation as an enabler of growth and jobs and it 
has included in its 2015 Work Programme "A New Start" an Aviation Package, including an Aviation Strategy, 
that aims to provide a comprehensive vision for the competitiveness of the EU aviation sector in particular 
and the whole EU aviation ecosystem at large.

The Florence Executive Symposium on the future of European aviation will address these issues by 
discussing the following fundamental questions:

1. What are the main problems and challenges the aviation sector is currently facing and what should be done  
 at EU level?

2. What should be done to boost growth and fair jobs?

3. Are connectivity and high standards the way forward for boosting aviation in Europe?

4. Fragmentation is considered to be a big obstacle for improving the EU's competitiveness:  
 What should be done?

We look forward to interesting discussions and seeing you in Florence,

Matthias Finger | Professor, Director of FSR-Transport and of the Chair of Management of Network Industries, EPFL

Violeta Bulc | EU Commissioner for Transport

João Aguiar Machado | Director-General for DG MOVE



 ■  Programme 

Friday 12

20.00 Welcome dinner at terrazza Brunelleschi  
 With a Welcoming speech By Violeta Bulc

Saturday 13

09.00-09.15 Welcome coffee

09.15-09.45 Introduction to the symposium 
 Violeta Bulc | EU Commissioner for Transport  
 Matthias Finger | Professor, Director of FSR-Transport and of the Chair of  
 Management of Network Industries, EPFL

09.45-11.00 Roundtable – What is the most pressing issue that should be addressed  
 in the aviation strategy?

11.00-11.30 coffee Break

11.30-11.40 Introduction of themes to be discussed in rotating groups

11.40-13.00 Session in rotating groups with moderators

13.00-14.30 lunch Break

14.30-15.30 Presentation of group discussions and debate

15.30-16.00 One minute presentation of individual recommendations by each participant

16.00-16.30 Concluding remarks by Commissioner Bulc

16.30 shuttle Busses leaving for florence airport and city centre


